
Minutes of 

TWYFORD ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

Held on Wednesday 17th April 2024 at 8pm  

in the Parish Hall, Hazeley Road, Twyford.  

Attended by 21 members of the parish of Twyford. 

 

Business Transacted 

 

The meeting was chaired by Cllr. C. Mitchell 

1. Apologies for absence. 

Cllr A Forder-Stent and Cllr I Percival. 

2. Approval of the minutes. 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 23rd March 2023 were approved. 

3. Report from Chairman of the Twyford Parish Council 

The Chair welcomed residents to the Twyford Annual Parish Assembly and provided an overview 

of recent accomplishments and future plans. 

• Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) applications have been succdessful; £20,000 has 

been secured for the enhancement of the Community Centre, £15,000 for improvements 

to Berry Lane, £10,000 for the implementation of real-time bus information displays.   

• Communication channels are being improved:  

➢ the Parish Council website is being enhanced to include more frequent updates  
➢ the Parish Council Facebook page has been relaunched to engage with a wider 

audience 
➢ Newsletters have been initiated and two have been pubished to keep residents 

informed about the work of the Parish Council and associated events 

 

• New Councillors 

➢ Two new Councillors have joined the Parish Council; Ingrid Percival and Stewart 

Hoad, with a further Councillor, Cilla Smith joining soon.  A Parish Councillor is a 

voluntary role so their time in supporting the Parish Council is gratefully received.   

 

• Environment 

 

In accordance with the Parish Council’s dedication to environmental stewardship, the 

Chair advised of a group called Action on Carbon in Twyford (ACT) and its commitment to 

combating climate change.  The Chair of this group is Cllr Angela Forder-Stent. 

 

➢ One initiative of ACT includes the launch of “Garbage to Greenery”, a pilot 

scheme aimed at collecting and recycling aluminium waste.  Proceeds are 

invested in enhancing the village with trees, bulbs, and other greenery. 

➢ The introduction of rolling information signs at bus stops in Twyford, and the 



restart of the ‘cycle bus service’ to Westgate School on Wednesdays.  These 

initiatives aim to promote sustainable transportation options and improve 

connectivity within the community. 

➢ It is hoped Twyford’s groundwater levels have peaked at their highest level during 

the winter.  There is a team that monitor this for the Parish Council who are 

grateful for their important work, incuding David Sullivan, who monitors the 

ground water levels constantly.  In addition, work from other stake holders have 

alleviated some of the potential risk during the winter, however, more work is 

needed.  Meetings have been held to investigate issues around the Navigation 

and its effects on flooding on the meadows and future plans. 

 

• Fishing 

 

After a period of careful consideration, the possibity of reopening fishing opportunities is 

being explored to a select group of individuals who share values of conservation, 

sustainability and education for future generations.  Discussions are underway about 

managing fishing permissions on the navagation. 

 

• Planning 

 

Various planning considerations are under review including Humphries future 

developments, Hockley Golf Club, Bushfield Camp as well as the anticipated works on 

junction 9 of the M3.    The Neighbourhood plan is referenced regularly. 

• Hunter Park 
➢ The long-term relationship with Twyford Cricket Club is under review. 
➢ A fun day organised by the Parish Council to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of 

Hunter Park, held on Sunday 28th April 2024. 
 

• The Chair expressed his thanks to: 

➢ The two Officers of Twyford Parish Council; Parish Clerk Jamie Matthews and 
Assistant Clerk Sue Nias, both roles being vital.  

➢ The other Parish Councillors; Chris Hill, Chris Corcoran, Waine Lawton, Angela 
Forder-Stent, Richard Sellars, Jade Pain, Steve Pullen, Sue Cook, Ingrid 
Percival, Stewart Hoad.  The Chair expressed thanks for their time, integrity and 
passion for the village. 

➢ All residents for continued support and attendance at the Annual Parish 
Assembly. 
 

4. Presentations on the work of local groups 

• Hazeley Road housing site planning application.  Verbal report received from Cllr 
Chris Corcoran. 

➢ Planning application received 1 year ago for land adjacent to the surgery, 
Wickham’s field for 10 affordable homes with parking facilities.  Ongoing 
communications between the Parish Council and Alfred Homes.  The SDNPA 
had issues with the layout and design and instructed modifications made to the 
design and amendments.  It would be some time before the certificate of approval 
would be issued, with consideration given to Parish Hall parking and the flood 
mitigation scheme. 
 

• Traffic Solutions Focus Group.  Verbal report received from Cllr Stewart Hoad.   
➢ Cllr Hoad talked about issues such as speeding vehicles, volume of traffic, 

excessive HGVs.  The Finches Lane/Norris Bridge proposed walkway was talked 
about and signs around the village updated, missing cats eyes replaced and 
potholes in a state of repair.   

 
The group had been focussing on the crossing at the Pheonix pub.  Funding had been found 
from several sources but there is still a shortfall, cost being in the region of £250k.   
 
Residents were asked to vote; three quarters of those present were in favour of the Parish 
Council investigating further sources of funding.  No objections. 



 

• Twyford St Mary’s School – Sophie Davis, Headteacher, gave an update on the vision 
and journey of the school.  The school currently has 149 pupils from over 80 village 
families and others living nearby to the parish.  The school’s hopes and plans include 
developing an eco friendly and sustainable school site and becoming a recognised hub of 
excellence for small school education.  Ms Davis further described a Regeneration 
Project Allotment at Ballard Close for all the community. 
Sophie Davis advised that the recruitment process had been started to recruit a new 
headteacher from September, this being her last time at the school. 
 

• Twyford Guides.  Verbal report by Vicky Feldwick.  Vicky gave an overview of the 
objectives of guiding; to help girls know they can do anything and be themselves.  The 
guides are made up of Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Young Leaders.  Rainbows are 
massively oversubscribed and Guides undersubscribed.  The girls explore 6 different 
themes; future, fixit, be creative, outdoors, be well and take action (community services).   
 

• Hampshire Countryside Service and Volunteering Opportunities – verbal report by 
Corinne Davis-Cooke, Community Engagement Ranger.  Corinne explained her role of 
creating an army of volunteers to help with footpath maintenance, removing and installing 
gates, surfacing, signage.  She explained some work that had been funded and 
undertaken by Romsey Ramblers and signage work by Winchester Ramblers, all in the 
last year.  Further information can be obtained from www.hants.gov.uk/countryside and 
potential volunteers can contact prow@hants.gov.uk 

 
5. Open Forum – Questions 
 

A resident reported a danger area at Roman Road/Hazeley Road as cars had been seen 
mounting the kerb. 
 
Cllr Sue Cook asked Sophie Davis, Twyford St Mary’s School about more information on their eco 
friendly ideas.  Ms Davis said they were keen to work alongside ACT and have been looking at 
compost bins, recycling, sustainable factors and have applied for a wind grant.  Cllr Cook 
suggested they could speak to Southern Water. 
 
Dog fowling was reported a problem on the church path. 
 
A question was raised on Berry Lane; would SDNPA be spending money on Berry Lane; Chris 
Mitchell said investigations ongoing but early days.  It was acknowledged that the lane is in a poor 
state of repair with improvements required. 
 
Shared cycle path from Hockley lights to go down the church path.  Chris Mitchell said the current 
plan is from Hockley lights to Hockley Cottages.  Long term pla to establish cycle paths. 
 
Flood mitigation: 3 years ago a scheme was drawn up, extending the ditch at Hazeley Road into a 
9” pipe.  Developers to do further work.  It was noted that the Neighbourhood plan environment 
section is all on the Parish Council’s website. 
 
 

Meeting closed at 9.14pm. 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/countryside
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